HERITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Kindergarten Handbook
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“LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME AND DO NOT HINDER THEM, FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD BELONGS TO SUCH AS THESE . . .”

MATTHEW  19:14
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W E L C O M E  

What a blessing to be able to work with your child!  Our goal is to provide him/her with a year full of creative classroom experiences full of learning, fun and love.  We are excited to work with you, the parents, to ensure that your child grows spiritually, physically, socially, and emotionally.

Kindergarten lays the foundation for future formal school learning experiences by providing hands-on independent and teacher-guided learning activities.  Children grow in their relationship with the Lord as well as in their social, language, computational, and reasoning skills through songs, stories, games, art, cooking, and role-playing experiences as they use puzzles, blocks, and other concrete materials.

Your child's daily activities combined with your prayers, encouragement, and participation will provide a rewarding and enjoyable kindergarten year.

P A R E N T A L   I N V O L V E M E N T 
 We love to have parents come and observe at anytime.  Please do not bring younger brothers or sisters when you come.  Let the teacher know if you would like to help in the classroom, on field trips, or with special projects. We love having Dads and Moms and Grandparents help!  Please check with the teacher ahead of time.

Dear Parents:

Welcome to Kindergarten!  Yes, you will be experiencing Kindergarten along with your child.  I pray the Lord bless us all as we learn together.  Please let me know if you have questions about anything concerning your child or our curriculum.

For the first day of school, you may pack the following items:  

You may put the following items in your child’s pencil box:  

Ÿ Scissors

Ÿ Two sharpened pencils

Ÿ One pink eraser

Ÿ One box of crayons

Ÿ One glue stick

You may put the following items in your child’s bookbag: 

Ÿ Pencil box 

Ÿ Morning snack

In a medium gift-type bag on which your child’s name is clearly written, put 

the remainder of  supplies (to be given out as needed).

You may bring all of this with you to orientation.

Please carefully read the information on lunch, snack, nap sack and uniforms. 

I am looking forward to a successful and fun school year!

In His Service,

Mrs. Page Holder  

FROM THE KINDERGARTEN TEACHER

Please read carefully for better communication between teacher and parent.
Daily Behavior

If your child has had a “good behavior day” they will receive a sunny face stamp

on their hand.  If you do not see a sunny face stamp, ask your child for their behavior note.  This note will tell you where there was a problem.   Please address this as soon as possible with your child.  Then sign the note and return it to me with your child the next day.

Give Me Five
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              I
f your child understands what to do when they hear 
              “give me five” by the first day of school, they will 
          get to choose a prize from the treasure chest.


                          1.  Stop - Be still

                           2.  Be quiet

                              3.  Put things down - hands free

                                 4.  Look at the speaker

                                   5.  Listen

Early Departures

Please send a note if your child will be picked up early for a dentist or doctor’s appt. and also if they will be returning.  I will have them waiting in the front office where you can sign them out. 

Homework

Please check your child’s school folder each day to enjoy going over their work for the day and for homework.  Please do this with your child and let them know when they have done good work.  Praise goes a long way and makes a difference in their wanting to learn.  Homework should be completed, placed  in their folder, and  returned to school the next day.  Homework is important - it is not busy work.

Field Trips
When we have planned a field trip, information and permission forms will go home a week in advance.  Please return the permission form and money (if needed) on or before the due date.  Money and permission slip should be in a sealed envelope with your child’s name and field trip on the outside.

Snacks and Lunch

We practice our math, science, and language skills by cooking frequently in kindergarten and we love to have parties.  So please be sure to let us know of any 
allergies your child may have.  

Please include a napkin and spoon, if necessary, in each bag or box and write name clearly on the outside.  Kindergarten students will not be allowed to purchase drinks or snacks from the vending machines.  Call the teacher one week ahead of time if you would like to bring in a special birthday snack for the class.  

Morning Snack

The morning snack should be healthy.  (Send in a separate bag marked morning)

Examples:  cut fruit (nothing messy), fresh raw veggies, cheese/crackers, yogurt, pudding (no Jell-O), peanut butter/crackers, small sandwich.  Drinks should be water bottles (twist off tops), juice boxes, milk cartons.  (no Capri Sun, Squeeze drinks, or bottles with a snap-off cap)   This is not the time for sweet rolls, honey buns, pop-tarts, or cup cakes.

Lunch  (send in a separate bag or lunch box, if not ordering from the lunchroom)

Lunch may include anything your child can prepare themselves.  No microwave foods.  Ice cream may be purchased on Fridays with an "Eagle Bucks Card" which may be purchased for $5.00. 

Nap Time 

Kindergartners will have a quiet time and will need a mat brought from home.  They are allowed one lightweight blanket and one small stuffed animal or pillow to sleep with at nap time.  Nap things are to be kept in a pillowcase with the child's name on it.  (mats can be purchased at department stores for approximately $5.00)
Show N’ Tell

Every Monday we will have show n’ tell.  Your child may bring a special toy or book from home, something they found on the beach or on a walk, on a trip or vacation that would have an educational value. Please ask me before bringing something “living”! (265-1990). Please use discretion in sending toys or other things to school.  Your child should not bring playthings to school except on Mondays.  
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KINDERGARTEN
DAILY SCHEDULE 

Children arrive

Roll call & lunch count

Circle Time:  Bible story, songs, pledges, etc.

Phonics/Reading and Seatwork

Snack time

Handwriting

Activity time - centers/reading

Art, Computer lab, Library, Music, Spanish
Numbers

Get ready for Lunch

Lunch

Recess/Bathroom Break - Water

Story time - nap time

Social studies/science/language enrichment

Preparation to go home

Pickup area in front of the church
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Kindergarten School Supplies 

Each student will need to bring the following supplies on the first day of school:

Ÿ Crayon/pencil box approx. 6” X 81/2”  (print name on top)

Ÿ Box of 12 colored pencils (crayola) 

Ÿ Box of crayola washable markers (classic colors) 

Ÿ Two boxes of 8 medium size crayons (primary colors only) 

Ÿ Medium bottle of white glue/6 glue sticks

Ÿ A pair of sharp scissors (child’s scissors) 

Ÿ 1 package of unsharpened yellow #2 pencils (only)

      (please do not bring individual pencil sharpeners)

Ÿ 2 pink school erasers (students may have pencil top erasers also)

Ÿ Book bag or canvas satchel with name clearly written on the outside 

     (no wheeled book bags)  

Ÿ Nap mat
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R E A D Y,  S ET,  R E A D !

This year students will learn letters, letter sounds, and words through stories, pictures, and games.  When school begins, kindergartners enjoy having these words in stories read to them. When teachers and parents continually encourage the child by reading daily and by helping them to recognize and sound out letters and words, reading becomes easy and fun!  As children memorize and match upper-case and lower-case letters and correctly repeat the phonetic sounds they represent, they are able to read, write and illustrate words.  Many parents teach their children the names and sounds of upper-case and lower-case letters before they go to kindergarten. This is very helpful.

The best thing  we can do as parents and teachers is to "cuddle up with" and read to children everyday and hold the book or magazine so that the child can see the words while we read to them.  We should read to our children nightly throughout their grade school years.  Soon they will ask to "take turns" reading with you!  It's fun to use amusing voice tones and reading expressions as well as to ask questions about and explain the story being read.  This helps with reading comprehension.  Your child may enjoy using a stuffed animal, doll, or puppet to help them sound out letters and words.

Leaving your child little "love notes" with pictures and words also helps.  If your child  likes games, Boggle and Scrabble, Jr. are fun.  Magnetic ABC's on the refrigerator can be a learning tool. Dr. Suess ABC's is a good book to read over and over again.  When using ABC flash cards, say the letter, and the sound it makes and name the picture on the card: 

                                          "A"   "a"   "apple"

                                          "B"   "b"   "balloon"

Continue through the alphabet.  Practice them out of order, too.

Also you can go on a "B" hunt around the house for a ball, bear, bat, etc.  Your child may like to trace your pencil words with colorful markers and then draw pictures on the word cards you make together.

Praise each effort, smile, and have fun!






